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NAKAMURA KEITH HARING COLLECTION

Throughout the 1980’s, while Japan had reached the height of its
economic boom, Keith Haring was experiencing the effects of a
declining and faltering U.S. facing its recession.

Despite the increase in crime and corruption, the American
Contemporary Art market remained prominent, fueled by many
leading figures, including Andy Warhol.

The art of Keith Haring was born in this period of both light

and darkness. Haring established a unigue way to communicate
visually through street art, which carried universal and relatable
messages. Haring completed numerous public projects, including
murals and poster works, as well as leading social projects and
workshops for children across the globe.

Following in the footsteps of Haring’s advocacy and legacy, the
Nakamura Keith Haring Collection hosts LGBTQ+ visibility events,
HIV/AIDS awareness events, including our annual AIDS Walk,
International Children’s Drawing Contest, and relief programs for
natural disasters.

The Nakamura Keith Haring Collection was established in 2007 in
the lush nature of the Yatsugatake Mountains, and was designed
by one of Japan’s leading architects, Atsushi Kitagawa. The
architecture symbolizes coexistence with nature. The galleries are
designed based upon the concepts of both light and darkness and
chaos and hope, reflecting the turbulent state of the time Haring
lived.

We invite visitors to interact with and reflect upon Haring's
messages, through the lenses of light and dark, the ecstasy of
humans, as well as their madness; the beauty of life and death.

In the spring of 2015, the Nakamura Keith Haring Collection
expanded and reopened to redefine the unlimited scope of

the museum. The expansion includes two new gallery spaces,
enhancing the already bold and sublime architecture. Inspired by
the spirit of Zen and the Zen philosophy, the expansion reflects
upon the saying, “..empty the mind and depend on the senses.”

| hope that the visitors are able to feel the life and energy of Keith
Haring’s work here in Kobuchizawa.

KAZUO NAKAMURA /
FOUNDER OF NAKAMURA KEITH HARING COLLECTION
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Starts Subway Drawings,
uses white chalk on unused
advertising panels.
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First solo exhibition at the
Westbeth Painters Space.
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Solo exhibition at the

Tony Shafrazi Gallery in
Soho. Participates several
international art survey
show such as Documenta 7
in Kassel.
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First visit to Japan.
Participated in Whitney
Biennial. Solo exhibition at
Fun Gallery.
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Participates in Venice
Biennial. Paints murals in
many countries include
Austraia and Brazil. Solo
exhibition at Paradise
Garage.
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Participates in Paris
Biennial. Exhibits large scale
sculptures at a flagship
gallery Leo Castelli.
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Opens Pop Shop in Soho.
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Exhibits at “Art Against
AIDS” in New York.
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Opens Pop Shop Tokyo
in Tokyo. Diagnosed with
AIDS.
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Establishes the Estate of
Keith Haring.
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Dies on February 16th in
his apartment in Greenwich
Village. On May 4th, a
memorial service was held
at the Cathedral of St. John
the Divine in New York.
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408-0044, JAPAN
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Born on May 4th in Reading,
Pennsylvania.
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Moves to New York
and enrolls in the
School of Visual Arts.
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ABOUT KEITH HARING
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